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RECLAINING ¥ASCULINITY
PRESENTED TO THE WASHINGTON ETHICARL SCCIETY

OCTORZR 3, 1682
OPENING WORDS

The openihg'words are by Herd Goldbere: "UHomen
at least know thegjfelc,pressed. Fen have heard for as
long as they can fememb§>\¢hat it's a2 man's world and
that they are the privilege&\sex. Phat they cften
discover too lﬁie is that thei}\privileges include the

N
risht to live lives of mounting %gustraticn, weariness
and loneliness, and to die earlieri;han their female

counterparts.
A

/
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BRECLAINING EASCULIVITY

PRESENTED TO THE WASHINGTON ETHICRL SCCIETY

OCTOBZR 3, 1982

QP¥RING WORDS

at least know they*re cpprescsed. HMen have heard for as
long as they can remember that it*s a man'‘s world and
that they are the privileqged sex. ¥®hat they often
digcover too late is that their priviieges include the
rizht to live lives of mounting frustraticn, weariness
and loneliness, and to die earlier than their fenmale
counterparts.

“For American men are raised by parents,
conditioned by society, and cften encocuraged by women to
play the role of lover, husband, parent, breadwinner,
stropg and silent man, whose impossible demands
psychically cripple and eventually vnhysically kill hinm."®

'*H@Vé’ 60/!4%?

ADDRESS

, : . " B " N
Reclaiming Kasculinity -- ever s=ince I
announced my title, I've been teaced by wecmen. “Dcn, I

didn'*t knov you lost yvour masculinity. where'iéyou lese

at-

it? In the back seat cf a car?" I*ve heard &kose more
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than once. But today I want to talk to the men. I
thought only about men when writing this, stcriee abcut

I'm sure a lot cof this

Men g
fits for wome?>but F—deontttknou—abowt—thet— I'p
talking to the men.

I chose this subject because for some reason
over the last four or five mcnths I've seen a lot of
articles about men and women. Actually, every one of

a
them was done by a womgn, et T read these articles, and

—

one of them particularly grahbed me g

I'U LJA /'04
interview with Robert Bly ¥4@#Otiam® he refers ip—auese

to a Crimm fairy tale which, because of py—teaehinges—in

- s 1 c M e Iy - *
coupic o ryears= He—Trefers—toa—Ernmfairy—tale~thattle

about a wild man, and he =says it's a very coeocd allegory

=

for a boy beccming a mane.

So I 100&\it up and I read it and read it and
read it a number of times =mms# I'm very struck with what
a wonderful allegory it is. &g'zshay I want to use it

| by W | 29
as a framevwork asad—I—sant-to tellAthe story, descrlbn
the characters in it.

There are four majcr male characters we're
going to get to knowe.e The first ame is the brave

knight; #e+ he is an ideally integrated, pure man.

Then there's a gardenery Jre's a disciplined and
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creative man. Then there's the child princey Fets a
sensitive and caring man. And then there‘*s the wild
many Xe's primitive and he's passionate.

thesis is that men, each of us, are

é
challenged to inteorate these arcg;ypes, and that every

Lew

G

day of our lives, every vear, ¥we are in situations that
wi L

confront US et sbeve—tcemalee a cChoice. &&ﬁ_z}'is the

e
nature of thees decisicns that we make that determine

which of these aspects of ocurselves come cutA are
elicitedA and how those aspects of ourselves relate to
each other. UTDo they have a balanced relaticnship, or is
cne kept way tack out of sight? But the cheoices thadege
Hawg are always here. Thevy're here teoday and thev’re
. ..

here tomorrovw. And any part of our masculln{éty that we
may have left cut in previous choices, we can always
grab back ass@E=set 3t any nOment  thetto—dmmfeent—rriew .

Now as I see it, brave knights amcng us are.

o ﬂ;’s‘ 7%/44@
rare., And if I have a subthesis here, it's thatait is
particularly the wild man -et—thistime-that we have tao
hring into a more apprcpriate rele.,ﬂut that'®s what the
—

fable's about, so let ™ me start the fable.

The story begins, cf course, long agc and far

avay inr a kingdom that is much like most kingdoms of the

pericd. In the middle waes a castle with a ccurtyard
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and the town's around it and there's some farmland and
then a forest. Ree €ach week the hunters of the king
would go irto the forest and hunt game and bring it
back, not only for the royal table but for the whole
town.

But one week, the hunters didn"t return. And
the second week, a second grcup of hunters went cut and
they didn*t return. 2And then again a third veek, the
same thing happened. No hunters returned. So the king
began to fear for 2ll cf hisg hunters, for his people,
for the children and lovers who played in the woods, for
the witches that cathered herbs, gnd he said, "No one is
allovwed in the woods anymore. T decree that. they are
toco dangerous and it's forbidden to travel in the woods.™

The people learned to live withcut the meat,
the game, enjoying the woods, the herbs. And it was a
sadder time.

Now how does this kingdom, as it's described,
relate tc us? Everﬁgne of us, I think, every
generation, every civilization, faces a similar dilenmma

- -

as this kinqdcmAsurrounded by the dangerous unkncwn,

q
the dangerous unknown h’¢ actually contains a lot of

aw
bcuntyA wealth. But unless we want to face some risks
and go into that unknown, we ‘re not going tc get

anything out of i+,
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Certainly the ancient Greek merchants of
Athens faced the unknown when they had to crcss the

Yediterranean to visit Italy, Spain, Africa, FEgypt and
e
Persia and theistrange pecnle and cultures. They nmust

whe. They el

have had that feeling. 0Or the Furopeans crcsci#gp the

e fhey rovesd
Etlantic to the ARerzcas and the Amerlcanskme#myg west .

But e also have it todiy. Yefgave now m&yﬁg

€ UG/#
t =we physical spaces, but sem-:-Yd.angercus territory

b o
-- how to bring world peace,ksolve world hunger. These

are dangerous territories to go i%( §a2==sn+ﬂ%re

personally, we each ln our lives. have some dangerous

territory It could be our family. Tt cculd be the
vorkplace. Scome kind of unknown that—se—don '+t hp oui—mdmert-
that we need tc move into or else be victim to. Uhat
kind of prleasvres do we perhars deny ourselves? A
commitment to a love relationship? Or dc we deny some
pPleasure in our sex life that cculd he there st {éﬁf
rsm '
ae¢? Cr a farily that's supportive and ncurishinq,ur a
workplace that®'s enjoyable and elicit;?u a lot of
creativity frem us?
Now we can avoid the dangers in these

itvations and the bounty that might come frcm meving inZ&

;?7 or we can be creative, transformirg agents who

change the way we are at cur werkplace or in cur family

cr hemeskg——ma. in bhed.
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oL
&ﬁﬁ:zgis idea of tMs transforming personality
74

iz a philosophig‘theme that runs through Ethical Cul ture

thinking for the last 190 vears. You constantly seg

One

strains cf it. <% idea behind it is that the ultimate

effect of all of the little decisions that we make in
lfye s

cur iéé@, and the big cnes tco, the ultimate effect of

how we use our time, our resources, what we want, what

"ve get, what we do, how. we are with people -- the

ultimate effect of all of that is to create a
personality in ourselves. You know, the personality in
scme way is the sum total of all we chcose, c¢r the kingd
of person that chooses this kind of thing.

S0 the pltimate prcduct of the workplace and
family, the uwltimate purpose, is the kind of reople

R . - /64?& .

we're becoming. ¥#edl, bthe seery of -dee chcices becomes

even more clear if I gc back to the story, which I will.

fame
Cne day a brave knight comes to the kingdon
Lwas
and hearslthe story. Hefx much mcved hy the rlight cf

Sa /0

Wewf _
these people. &A ﬁ% Zeeer to the king and Jdweomess, "I 'd
like to explore the forest and find ocut what'e in

there.” The king said, "I'm afraid you'll never
BYe Y2
return. I can't allow it." The knight #«2ws, "I'11 take

the risk; you don "t have to he afraiéd for me."

Lelt
So the knight and his dog e into the woods,

wes
and the game 4 plentiful now. It haﬁn't hbeen hunted
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uas
for a whilee And the dog g having a great time chasing
Cquw e

the Q&me.ﬁ%#—ﬁ*éﬁzw All of a sudden, though, he cemss to
Couwldpy +

a pool and he a4+ go any further. &s/tiezmaz>gg;ghgﬁL

Aas
13@ dog »® barking acress the poel, arcund the edges cf

42&2
the pogl, and as the uwatcheq{ to his horror, a big
e
hairy, powerful arm reachezécut, grabg his dcg, and
pullﬁ>it under the water.
Las

%hat7§ the man to do? Hhat: :would you do?

I+'s incredible. An arm comes out of the water and

drowns my dog! That's incredible! ¥hat are vow going

to de? You run like hell back to the king and say,
"You're richt. That's no place for people to bel™

Fow how many times in my life do I actually do
that? That therée's some authority w4 I don't want to
haaiife face or some relationship I'm afreaid T'm going
to-at engulfed in if I commit myself tg it. There are
tasks I don't want to take on because 4;f§i11 cause toc
much work for me and I*'m prokably going te fail in the
end and I don*t want to feel bazd. There are gecrple I
Just don'*t think T can make it with.

So there are a lot of those "let's get out of
the woods\"(,) "It*s not a safe ﬁlaceﬁé)and "Let®s run
But there®s also the reactior to Jump in the pool, swim

to the middle, dive down, wrestle that arm, get the dcg

tack and swim ashore! Refore and after all the wars,
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you get these people, these macho herces vho = Q4€

eulagized,‘é%t Seplye in the long run,‘gﬁagowﬁ that

mosta
kind of reactionh;eads to getting drowned with vyeour doge.
J b #DW —
Cafiﬁ A can stand on the bank, beat py breastf
and St out: A

hysterically,kﬂﬁhat a world we live in! Youosss gc in

the woods anyrore and they drown vour doat Fhat a

"world! I hate it! It shouldn*t bhe this way!l"™

Hysterical.
Or ycu can deny yvovur feelinous. “You know,
it's lucky it was the dog¢ and not me. Tamned dog.”
¥ow the brave knight doesn*t doé?ﬁgugi these
things. He returns to town; he gathers up all the men
he can get to help him; he arms them with huckets and

wclee -
ropes and they o back to the pool. “neAat g2 time, they

ééhU/
buclet—gwt the water out cf this pool. And refore lcnc,
they hegin to see a large, ¥wild, hairy, primitive man.
So they wrap the ropes around him and they lead him back
to town,.

Now thkis is the last time we're c¢oing tc see
é;i brave knight until the end of the story uwhen we see
ancther one, =0 I just want %o say scmething about hinm
as we say goodbye here. First of all, he's
cempassicnate and he has some courage. He dares to

penetrate the forest and look and find this pool. He's

willing to get into the pcol and find out what's in it.
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And I think that relatively few of us really like to
look ;;fthe unconscious that's in us. Do ycu ever catch
yourself doing this? Sometimes I'm suddenly aware; #ey,
I'm in the middle of a thcéght cr a fantasy and it is
outrageous; it's violent, it‘'s ucky, it's awful.' &nd
then another thought SaYs, %111 that, cet it cut, stop
thinking that. Isn®t it awful that T thouaht that?
Imagine that; it just crept up on me!”

That's 2 completely different relationchin

é)a:'AAJ?
-with the pool. That's not exactly bueketimes it cut tc

e leanl
see what's in there, habkaa did that, and that takes

courage.

Bﬁt«ﬁgﬂarbq4‘ﬂesides having this passicnate

So
will to do something, hekhad-a=$E¥EE£.reason and
hai/ /
discipline. I mean, ay it outs He went to get

help. I+ took rlaniing and preparation, andﬁigzﬁzzgiz

taap 'y grazyy

Lt vatience, L-ZbAdwly,., but he had all that. That's wmhat

made him a brave knight.

Meanwhile, the king decreedﬁthat an iron cage

Ajoaﬂﬁ/
sy be built in the middle of a court, and the wild man
Loould aoul
widdd be put inside the iron cage. And there &gifHA cnly
weas
be one key made, and he personally'ﬂdkgoing tc hide ite.
cov [e/

And people oar go back in the woods acain. But if

e 4sas
anvybeody cpeng the cage, the renalty imkdeath.

was i e

Yho ﬂukthis wild manﬁgagej? Yell, I can feel
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Can

him inside =zometimes. nqhycu? The "women are saving
ves. Hhat is this? Hell, mavbe I:::talkinﬂ to the
women. Ckay, you know that wild man caged inside?
Yell, in me, he®s angry, he's self-indulgent and Aégk
sexually insatiable. He®*d just lcve tc be turned lccse
and destroy all of that fancy fine web of my life.
Remember W. C. Fields in The Millicmaire?” He
buys all those jalepiegs and he locks for roadhogs and
doubleparkers and then rams them with his car? Can you
consider rehelling from your daily routine? Sleeping

r—
late? Geoling tc the supermarket, filling yc&Acart, and

(At
then gokright by the cashier's line to the parking lot?
Can you imagine feeling arouced and Jjust grakbing
whatever woman appeals to you? @ﬂkaan'ébat?would life

ol (
be like if we lived it that waey? It b be a wreck, a
wreck! You've got to te kidding. It would be a wreck!
Your friends would ostracize vyou. Your uwife weculd sue
you., Your boss weould fire vyou. You'd he put in jail.
T can®t live 1like that.
The wild man's masculinity right novw is caged
It's

by a lot of ccndemnation. Rees blamed for wars like
Vietnam, the pcpular mytheclogy, and the nuclear arms

Wb TF's
race. Itmﬁkassaciated with redneck discrimination

Q
against,&iacks. It*s depicted as pig-like chauvAnism

that uses and abuses women as gey objects or =ervants cr
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T/e w/‘//maﬂ ‘s

second~class citizens. ‘ﬁnésunespcnsible for

self-serving, asthoritarian institutions and hosses, for
plc oUv reSowce S

the worldwide exploitation e e, fcr the

careless destruction of our natural envircament.

Modern life prefers much scofter values:
businessmeﬁgike cooperation and sharing, and meesbs
pinstripe suits with vests, and no hairshirts, rlease.
Not rugged individualists, but teambuilders. %onmen

prefer sensitive, articulate, feelin¢ men whoe are

receptive and giving, right? Don't we 2ll? Fven out

.West, powrlgrbw the hard, aggressive cowboy hag beconme

California mellov. Softness is ine.

If we could only cage this wild men and keep

Would
him there, the kingdom ffeaiva ta function very well.

But vou know, when vou go to work every day or vou've
all He frwe con
been dcing the same entertainmens( it!ﬁhtecome g little

”
flaty sometimes do you feel like, Bh, let's just let the

-—
=

.wild man Qc." LAﬂeaarzz:wculd just be a kick. Ever had

that feeling? Hell, let®*s return to the story.

.When we next meet the king and gqueen, thagézzé

P

i
ﬁz}éight—year-oldiprince, thq:scn, sl ® lays

every day in the courtvardchepiags with his golden
ball. But one day, when he's threwing his gclden rall,
it takes a funny bounce and it rolls into the cave of

the wild man. So he runs up tc the cage and says, "Give
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me my Fall back.” "Fot until you open the cage, kid," SY%(<
W, ld tman

He runs home. The next day he comes back and
he savs, "I really want my ball. That's my faveorite
golden ball. I need my gclden ball. ¥culd ycu give me
my ball back ?ﬂﬁpzﬁ THE DOCR!"™ /s 7% %

Wil On the third day, the kina gces cn a
hunting trip cut of town and the boy goes to the cage
and he gays, "listen, I can"t open it. T den't even
have the kKey. I don®t even know where it is.” So the
wild man says, "That®*s easy. I know where it is, and
I'11 tell you, and it *s going to be very easy to get it."

Now where do vou suppose the kine hid the

oF maaée

kev? Xaybe in the wine cellar, in the attic, orAﬁe gave

A
it to a palace guard gEapehophdne—to keep. No. The

wild man says, "The gueen, your mother, has the key.
It*s kept in her hed beneath her pillow." Um,
Freudian. This was long befcre Freud, you kncw.

Hax tet's take a break here and explore the
perscﬁéé ¢of the child rrince. let's see if we can
recogniZe him. Now he lives within & realm, the kingdon
of his mcther and father, the king and gueen. #£ba #% is
very safe and very provided for, as long as he pleases
the king and gueen, his mother and father.

few The only real difficulty he has in life is

if they*re displeased, because he doesn't have any trade
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or discirline of his own, #%‘s not really autoncmous, he
bty depends on them and this environment they set ur.
BEis father, though, is often huEEEg being the king, and
so he spends much more time with his mother, who becomes
his special prectector within the realm, even sometimes
to his father, who doesn*t know him cuite =0 wvell.
HAAMU, Robert Bly, the pcet Y84 T menticned

hefore, comments that onhe of the greatest losses of the

Industrial Revclution is the relationship between father

e Seys

and son. AMis\coppentebeutit—ieg that through most of

human history, economy and peclitics and all continues
Séxve.
because of the aprrenticeship that the son would ¥earnm

W(‘/L{
ftewom the father, and therefore the son would spend a lot

of time with the father, and wculd eyperience firsthand

what i1t is to ke a man as well as a carpenter or

shepherd or whatever, else, bat what It \is Do o Tam

J— also
darer the man would, have some self-conscious experience of

being aware that there's someone out there rereating,
fe

replicating. who I am, and,would E;;;;;glEEEESffiijmare

Sense oF,,

”n —
conscious of his own, what-it-is-tc-be-a-man. #né feday

the womer tell the boys how to be a man, and Wertiaren
the child prince gees masculinityj?ﬁk@yLAjthb@;{A

mostlyﬁvfrcm a feminine pergpective on masculinity. MNow
that in itself is an interesting topic, and let me just

go into it a little bit.
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If I were going to think abeut what a feminine

perspective on masculinity would be, Bew—it—ucnld—Ie

3 o

See 7tk z ¥ 2 TorrantT giftference Y-Sl

] . éan[k/‘ée:

seey,—I-think, a lot of the pesychic issues eee similar,

vy

but there's a|lalance |[differenceg. Bwes one important

difference is the fact that most men are rhysically

bigger and stronger, and whereas the woman likes that
[olee

strength( -- &= opening jars -- L£%§?==h===sins§+h when

€.

it defends her and works for her), === has some fear when

that strength is turned acainst her. ~$ﬁ=&ﬁ%*eéeee:£he
;

wild man becomes particularly dangercus. Soc we take

or ~—
particular carg,not necessarily tc buryv wsws hide/ the

wild man, although that probably happens, tcc, but at

least to harness the wild man, ab—tegstbgnierrmoss—the

Okay. The child prince perscnfa in men, T
|

thing has been on the rise. It *s benefitted from %
a

whi=ndl. Very gocd nurturing by mothers,dgocd attitude
and Evom 9@

about it, add@ the feminist movement, a 11 of

mea

the judgments we've come up with recently against the

AQve
wild man I think k=e supported the child rrince. TIt's

(onge

acceptable today in a =eess part of middle~class

— —

America,\certainly for me, hi—ic ascecmesiro—womey to

feel needy and to cry in a woman's arrs and still feel

your manhood. It *s acceptable to be tender and care for
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an infant and still feel yourself to he a man. And
it*s acceptable to do housework and to take the bottom
position in a conjugal bed and still feel your manhood.
You mady Hiiwk,
Now if you do these things, &tapeix-vcen -- Of
g | = | s bhappreu <
course. But T would maintain that the first timgf et
there is a certain amount of fear and self-dcubt to go
through. Am I on the bhottom here because I'm nct really
a man? I mean, if I were a mpan I'd be on the top.,
wouldn't I? 'khat if scmebody saw me on the lottom?
o there is that barrier to¢ move through, and
#= it took a lot of courage tac let the child prince have
its place and space.
My thesis here calls for something even more.
It*'s a new integration, a unity fer this childrrince, =
return of that golden ball. %09 notice that the golden
ball is not held by scme wige old guru. HNor is it held

by some beautiful, benevolent Jesus. This wild man,

fresh from the muddy depths of the primitive unconscioug)

s
is holding the gclden ball. HNow what¥ the golden ball?
as
Tt's very common in fairy tales, #&eo& those of

Lrmow
vou who are Grimm readerid t¢ have children, bcys and

girls, playving with golden balls. You remember the frog
pr'ncé)(the princess drops the golden ball decwp a well,
whelre /'f

uﬁ@u&Ais retrieved by a fro¢g with whom she has to

negotiate sometting. Eimilar pattern.
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e golden ball symboljzesllﬁ thege fairy

tale% the unity o2f personality that seems fairly
spontanecus in childreny, A%t @s their scorpe Lkreadens
bevond age 8 or 9 oar 10, kefore nuberty, they loze their
(X4 (44 N N

"gclden balls}' Eﬁey lose the unity of personalitye =esd
6%9 of the basic ideas hers is that one of the forces

thas-me in us, that moves us through lifg)is seeking to

gethgét unity of perscnalitngigiﬂas an adutlt.
: THe AN?G/ Auaﬂléééf

¥ igt's return to our story. Resbs=—ged the
ball and the Loy . wants to get it back. Ncw the bey has
some choices here. He can abandon his golden ball
altogether and just live without it;-étay a child
prince, forgetting the wild man, just remembering that
he*s there but he's caged in the middle of the courtyard
and he's:get nmy ball. ”Se what? 1 don't need it
anymare." Or he could present the whele prohlem to the
king and say, %ﬁis guy has my goclden ball, wculd yoct send
your guards in there te get my ball back?"

COvvse S

If he takes either of these eases, he will
stay within the kingdom. He will not make choices that
create autonomy for himself, but will spend his life
dependent upon authority, dependent upon somecne else to
create an environment, unable to transform it or change

e

it, noghautonem3us from it.

Or he could go instead to his mcther and he
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cculd ask his mother fcr the key. DNow she weculd
probably say, "Don*t be silly. Ycour father gave me the
key to hide it. HNow come cover here and give me a kiss
and go out and play.”

w@#'I;; young child loves his mother. Fe
likes kisses from his mother. He likes te¢ hcld her, tc
he held, but he dozs =s¢ now at the expense of his wild
man, for if, as he’s holding and beinc held, he begins
tc feel within him a sexual appetite while he's holding
his mother, that's unaccertable. That's the wild man
who's caged.,

he

And so the only way Jiarcan live in this reslm
iz for the child to keep =mex and love separate. ﬁy;[f
he stays in the realm and takes for himself a wife, we
will be little sarorised if socon after marriage he loses
his ardere #r Hhat‘s haprened is the major woman in his
life, which was his mother, has become the major wom;;
in his 1ife, which is hig wife, and love and sex are
separate.

This veek T read a study that showed that men
at age 4C spend more time shaving than making love. I
don *t know what it means and if it fits here at all, but
I thought of it.

I1f you're going to stay in the realm, the wild

man is going to stay caged. This child, realizing that

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
20 F ST, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202} 628-9300




5y

10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

hisz father is avay -- after all, he dcesn't have any
real autonomy at this peoint -- rteglizingZhiZ father—it=~
t oom

dwmypil-trer steals into his mother's #¥8d and takes the key

from beneath her pillow. He returns and urlocks the

"wild man, whe begins te¢ heat it ocut of town.

ﬂg@&.égain, the boy has some chcecices. Fe can
continue to be a good boy. He has his ball. He can
sav, "I don't know what happened. I dch®t kncw how he
got out. Haybe there was a second key." He could deny
the-wild man ever existed, and then he corld grow ugp
like the rest of us, becoming ministers and
profescsicnals and living cur lives making bhelieve, that
there is no ' wild man —~'€here‘s just us masks here.''

But cur child prince doesn*t do that. He
calls out to the wild man, "EBon't go away! Ccme back
for me. T can't stay here now. I don't want to stay.”
So the wild man picks him up, putse him cn his shculders
and they go off into the forest together.

¥ow the hoyvy is going to live in the wilderness

.with his wild man. Wée can imagine what the child

prince’'s new life is l1ike hy looking at adclescence in
virtuslly any period, =0 let*s chonse ocur own. His
energies mew- have bheen directed fcr a long time, through
his ‘whole latency pericd, Ms—eporgies Novasreen—deckad
ot

Aes pleasing ¥oemma. Now he®s searching fer

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
20 F ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 628-9300




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

e

his own instinctive urges, Kﬁild ran is free bhecause
he's qgot nothing to lose. He sows his wild cats.

idolescence, more than any other age, is

)

wildness. It*'s got the highest auto accident rated, the
highest unemplcyment rate;: the highest drueg. abuse
raté;: the hicghest crime rate, the higkest tendency
tcwards violence and vandalism, the hicghest amount of
unwanted, unmarried rregnancies.

The young prince, however, doesn't make it in
the wild. Heé's used to a 1ife where everything is
provided and é&efinpned for him. Here he's alone. He
cares for no c¢one, but no cone cares fer hir. Hildness
for wildness' sake is not enough for him. JHe vants
mere. Freedonr for freedom's sake isn’t encugh.

The wild man is also very dissaticsfied with
this child prince. He savys, "I want yvou out of the
Wwcods. You have to go out into the world and discover
the meaning of noverty. Yow I know you have a very good
heart. You mean well. So if vyou're ever in g¢great need,
call unon me. And I have great power, far dreater povwer
than you imagine. End I have wealth in abumdance. Call
cn me."

So the hoy gceces out into the world. He
expériences his own poverty as he walks on the road. He

novy has his inner, wild vrges, but he has no idea how

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.
20 F ST, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001 (202) 628-9300




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the world works. He has no sense of purpcese in his
life. He has no sense of himself bevond his impulsese.
Be has no food, shelter or hceme, and he haz no loved
one. He is truly poor.

He wanders until he comes tc & great city, but
having no trade or discipline, he finds no work. PBut at
the palace itself, the royal attendants nctice a certain
heavty in him. They*re very attracted to him. So they
get him a job as a helper to the gardener. For the next
few years this vouno gardener's helper digs and hoes and
plants and waters and harvests. He learns the vavs of
nature and the disciplineiféc harmonize his l1ife with
the natural fecrcee, and thereby reap its Lountye.

One day, as he*s hoeing in his garden, the
princess is standing c¢n the talcony of her Iedroom and
she gsees this very appealing young man beneath her. End
she yells cout, "Gardener, bring me a bouguet of wild
flowers." Seo¢ he ricks the wild flowers and he climbs up
to her bedroon. AMAfQMeB he arrives, she orabs hold of
his caro, wanting to get a better look at him, and rulle
it off. He struggles to put the cap back con, but as he
dces, she prescses into his palm a8 handiul of ducate.

M I} you remember, that®s the old Furopean golden
ccins. But if you check & dictionary, it also has a

slang meaning. It means admission ticket.
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So he takes his handful of ducats -- these
tales are incredible -- he takes his handful of ducats
and he goes back toc the garden and he gives them away tc
the gardener "¢ children to plavy with. ¥ell, the next
day she calls for another bouguet of wild flowers. He
gees up but he holds on tec his hat. But she, in the
struggle, manages to put another handful of ducats in
his palm and he again gives them away to the gardener's
children.

On the third day, the same thing happens
again, but he hangs on to his hat and he doesn’t get the
ducats and he escapeS.

Now I want tc¢ ask yau?ﬁ%en, HHY* Here you're
a gardener, right, and this princess lcoks dcwn with
admiration upon vou and you sav, I don't want your
golden favors, honey. Why?

Perhaps he has become a meek gardener and he
lacks g;;:suffici@nt self-esteem to believe that a
princess could truly leove kim. 0Or perhaps he has become
so cencerned with his vork and all the fruits that it
bhears for him that he doesn't want to give the same
amount of attention to love and romance. Or perhaps he
has become wiser. Maybe he knows that to accept the
princess's favors, he would belong to her::khat even &as

her husband, in the position he wculd get, keing married
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to the princess, his self-esteem owen would depend con
her favor. Had he not already stolen the key from
beneath his mcther's pillow? Hadn't he already released
the wild man and abandoned a similar kind of engulfment?

Mt 1'd like to ask you, mavybe in ycur life,

/ |
or friends yvyou've metA}have you'eizé known people who
a
huild a relaticnship, a marriage, g? seems tc go o©on
fairly stable, and all of a sudden some wild thing
happeng, and they run off with someone else. h@ve
you ever looked them up ten years later? How many cf us
kd?‘f

do in fact accept a free ticket and,goAback into the
same kind of engulfment? ARut mot our young grince.

Now not too long after this episode with the
princess, this kingdom was invaded. The king assemhledﬂ

e
all of his knichts. And as they 9§$ standing in the
courtyard, mcunted, with the people of the town around,
gUwe Safaé

he sbwes- 3 speech to the knights. HBe mess, "Hy enemies
are very powerful and thev lead a mighty army. I do not
know if we will be able to ccnguer them.” 9

Mg
From the crowd, thesgardener yellp out, "I

"will go, too. Give me a horcse."™ The knichts laqu( and

Said,

they ==% "Right, there's a horse we left in the barn for
ycu." And thev all charggkout of town to the woods.

Ll
So he seas to the larn and he leadfd the hcrse
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wa s a Coulel
out, and it i lame hzrpse that g-ia-cmly walk con

three legs. BPBut he mountg the horse and #& headg off

ot

down the reoad into the forest. @—ﬂﬁ.ﬂr@-@s out in the

aw
forest and }.aokk tc the valley below and
weas
the battle i being waged. -kaﬁ»many cf the knights bawe

wete
already fallen, his own knights. And the rest ase sure

to surrender.
So he call)‘ cut to the wild man, and the wild

Wos _ I
man suddenly q- there. "Hhat do you want?, he sa*.

Saccl
And the boys s-alﬂs, "I want to save the kingdcm and the

king. I want a strong hoerse to go to war."

Ky Cou e
Out of the wood)yat that moment cssmes a graon,
A

apd e _trpeam-ndage leéading a fiery charger, and carrving

a gleamirng sword. And as %e

oas
? mountg his horse, he 109}1;( behind him and there ". a

troop of armed, mounte;i_warriors, each cne with a shield
e
and a sword. And he lbads them with his sword hich,

racing dcwn the side of ¥4 hRhill, charging at the

battle scene.
Sew
.4ell, the enemy knights twﬁ him coming and

: a
they turrk-and ey rAn. Pat he chaseJthem down and he

- wasn'f
whackR and R& killg them until there a4 one alive.

The king and his knights returnA to his castle,
. was<
and at the gate, the rrincess ## there to meet her

SO
father. She gapts, "Hhat a wonderful victory you've
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Saaéo

won." The father gtme, “I've won? I haven®t ¥won. Scme

brave kniaht, a strandger, somrecne I never even saw

Coum e
before, cpraa svooping down out of the wocds and killéué?
them all." ZQ/QC

.Hell, the next day he hdkdsaqhig ccurt in his
throne room and he callﬂ for the brave knight to be
hrought hefore him. #&s he marchespintc ccurt, the

Sol

princess gaes him and she recognized?him at once. She

Sq

sdas, "This is no blqﬁM This stranger is
Was said
our gardener." The king #v amazed and ms&tes, "No one who
can do deeds like that is a gardener. There must bhe
something I can do, some.gift that I can give you."
*Yes", he ancswered, "indeed there is. Live me
your daughter to be my wife."” The maiden laughgs "This
gardener does not heat around the busk™, she é:ggq
Direct guote. "But I saw long ago that he was no
gardener's boylY.] She %ggic his side and kissb;\ him.
Now our vouny prince has really orown.
Clearly he has retained his desire from childhood tc
belong, to love, to be united. But from his 1life as a
gardener he has learned self-discipline and how to use
his creative rpcwers. And frcm hig life as a wild man,
he has found strength and courage that was Jjust beneath

his conscious =elf. And as & knight, he's gained a

sense of purpose, which serves him as he serves it by
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integrating his wild man y using it nct as a viclent
hrute force that disrupts his 1life with wanten
appetites, but in a fcrceful, purrposeful ascticn, taken
not with rashness or insensitivity te its conseguences,
but with purpose and compassione.

h-fzgs'wedding feast was attended =#=ma by his
father and his mother, who felt incredible jovy, as
parents do, for they*d long given up hope of ever seeing
their son again. #ﬁﬁ»és they were all at this feast
celebrating, hcwever, the great dcors c¢f the dining hall

Cam e
flew open, and with trumpets, a messenger\ﬁ&ags from a
Sa l‘c/

nearby kingdom. End he ﬁeas, "A great peril threatens
our realm. All our hunters have been killed, lost in
the forest. Unless some brave knight can be found to
explore the forest, the kingdom will he strangled Ly

fear.”
Sf%ad(

The bridecroom st=ewds at his seat an% of
s

ccurse, volunteeg& to ge. For now h?ﬂ"r@aﬂy tc
penetrate the depths, bucket by bucket by bucket, and
lies
cee what-%iﬁevyeneath in the pceol. He ha= the child
oS

prince *s ability to care, to belong, and he ¥4det the
gardener's common sense and discipling,and the wild

man's strength and courage. This brave knight has

claimed Lkis full masculinity.
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CLOSINT WCORDS

Zizgggy millicne of males are killing themselves by teing

men. You can save yourself. Stop idolizing cor
denigrating vour father, and learn to respect him as he
is. Recocgnize the suicidal success syndrcme, and e€scare
it. Realize thatoccasional impotence can be an attempt
tc save your sexualf@i{e. Escape the many binds of

masculine role-playing that damn ycu if you do and damn

.you if ycu don't. Beccme aware of your real needs and

_deSires and get back in touch with your becdy. F¥eet and

mate with a liberated woman as her egual, not as her

guilty servant or hostile enemy. Take forceful acticn

:ﬁith great compassion and egual resolve. Have male

friends again. Dance with them a male dance. Enjcy
: i

: . .
your masculine energve.y) .y

H e éoé/éw}
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